[image: A blue and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Erie County Human Relations Commission
814.451.7021
HRC@eriecountypa.gov

Erie County Human Relations Commission
Meeting Minutes

Date: Wednesday, January 28, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Via Zoom

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Kristy Gnibus at 6:02 PM.
Commission Members Present:
Mary Jo Campbell
Chris Mitchell
Krista Perry Lamb
Ken Brasington
Marc Blount
Ellen Schauerman
Commission Members Absent:
Greg Gnacinski
Vacant (District 6)
Vacant (County Executive Appointee)
Quorum was present.

2. Election of Officers
Dr. Gnibus opened the floor for nominations for 2026 officers.
· Chair: Mary Jo Campbell was nominated and elected by acclamation.
· Vice Chair: Chris Mitchell was nominated and elected by acclamation.
· Secretary: Krista Perry Lamb was nominated and elected by acclamation.
The Commission congratulated the newly elected officers.

3. Approval of Combined Meeting Date Changes
Dr. Gnibus raised scheduling conflicts between previously scheduled combined meetings and Erie County Council meeting dates.
After discussion, the Commission approved moving the following combined meetings to avoid conflicts:
· March 11, 2026
· May 13, 2026
· December 9, 2026
Dr. Gnibus will resend the updated calendar to all members.

4. Case Progress Updates
Hearing Rescheduling
A previously scheduled hearing was postponed and rescheduled for February 4, 2026.
Panel members confirmed for the February 4 hearing are:
· Ken Brasington
· Marc Blount
· Mary Jo Campbell
Dr. Gnibus will confirm availability with Commissioner Blount and ensure the correct panel members are reflected in official records and notifications.
Active Cases
The Commission reviewed six (6) new active cases, including matters involving:
· Housing
· Employment
· Public Accommodation
One case may be placed on hold pending attorney involvement and anticipated filings with the EEOC and PHRC.
Legal Coordination
Discussion included coordination with Attorney Art Martinucci regarding availability for deliberations. If unavailable, Attorney Atchley will be scheduled as needed. Dr. Gnibus will follow up within one week.

5. Upcoming Events
Dr. Gnibus announced a public panel discussion scheduled for March 23, 2026, at Gannon University titled:
“Beyond the Record: Housing, Work, and Fair Chances.”
The panel will address issues related to criminal history, housing access, employment opportunities, and voting rights. Commissioners were encouraged to attend and promote the event.

6. Administrative Code Review
Ellen raised the need to review and, if necessary, update the administrative code.
All Commission members were asked to review the current code and note any suggested revisions or updates. Ellen will coordinate further discussion with Chair Campbell and Dr. Gnibus.

7. Action Items and Next Steps
· Dr. Gnibus: Resend the updated February 4 hearing notice to Chair Campbell.
· Dr. Gnibus: Resend the updated combined meeting calendar to all members.
· Dr. Gnibus: Follow up with Attorney Martinucci within one week regarding availability; schedule with Atchley if needed.
· Dr. Gnibus & Krista Perry Lamb: Meet to review recording procedures and minutes process.
· Dr. Gnibus: Confirm Marc Blount’s availability for the February 4 hearing.
· Dr. Gnibus: Ensure correct panel members (Ken, Marc, Mary Jo) are listed in official records and notify relevant parties.
· Dr. Gnibus: Reach out to Ian, Vogel's assistant, regarding the vacant seat previously held by Charlie Bayle and Christina Vogel.
· Ellen: Contact Charlie Bale regarding the vacant seat.
· All Members: Review administrative code and submit suggested revisions.

8. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 PM.

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, February 25, 2026 at 6:00 PM (Via Zoom)
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